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GENEVA FOR MOREY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, IMCO 

SUB J : IMCO - EXPANSION OF COUNCIL AND MSC 
REF: LONDON 20280 

1. WORKING GROUP DISCUSSION ON SECOND DAY NARROWED 
DOWN STRICTLY TO CONSIDERATION OF COUNCIL/MSC 
EXPANSION, SETTING ASIDE FOR PRESENT BROADER 
CONVENTION AMENDMENTS FRANCE PREFERS (REFTEL). 

2. JAPAN, NORWAY AND US ATTEMPTED TO STIMULATE 
CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES TO MAKING MSC OPEN-ENDED, 
BUT AFTER NUMBER OF MAJOR SHIPPING STATES (FRANCE, 

SPAIN, USSR, LIBERIA) DECLARED THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF 
OPEN-ENDEDNESS THIS BECAME CONSENSUS. MAJOR SHIPPING 
STATES SUPPORTING OPEN-ENDED MSC INFLUENCED BY 
EXPECTATION THAT AS PRACTICAL MATTER SHIPPING STATES 
LIKELY TO PARTICIPATE MOST PROMINENTLY IN WORK OF MSC, 
WHILE OPEN-ENDEDNESS PROVIDED OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL 
IMPORTANT SHIPPING STATES TO DO SO. 
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3. CONSIDERATION OF COUNCIL EXPANSION STRUCTURED ON 
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FOUR INTERDEPENDENT ELEMENTS: SIZE, NUMBER OF 
ELECTION CATEGORIES, DESCRIPTION OF CATEGORIES, AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF SEATS AMONG CATEGORIES. WHILE NUMBER 
OF POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES NOW BEFORE WORKING GROUP, 
PREPONDERANCE OF FORMULAS PROVIDING FOR TOTAL MEMBER- 



SHIP OF 24 INDICATES AGREEMENT VERY LIKELY THAT THIS WILL 
BE RECOMMENDED NEW SIZE. TREND OF DISCUSSION HAS 
FAVORED RETENTION OF PRESENT CATEGORIES (A) AND (B). 

AT REAL ISSUE AT CLOSE OF DAY WERE (A) QUESTION OF 
WHETHER THIRD CATEGORY SHOULD BE REFORMULATED TO INCLUDE 
REFERENCE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AS WELL AS GEOGRAPHIC 
BALANCE AND (B) WHETHER ADDITIONAL STATES SHOULD ALL 
.GO TO THIRD CATEGORY, OR BE SPREAD PARTIALLY INTO 
OTHERS ALSO. 

ANNENBERG 
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